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THE 


MIRACLES of JESUS 
VINDICATED: 


IX T is now above four Months ſince I 
publiſh'd the third Part of The Mira- 
cles of Jeſus vindicated in Anſwer. to 
ws. Mr. /Yoolfon's Diſcourſes ; the greateſt 
Part of which time I waited to ſce, 
vVvhether He had any thing Material to 
Object againſt what I had advanced in hat and the 
Two preceding Tracts: But finding that no Reply 
was made by,that Author, or his Abettors, (if he had 
any) I proceeded farther on the ſame Subject; and the 
following, Enquiry into the Literal Account of two 
other Miracles, Which that Gentlema ay had made the 
Great, Obje&s of his Ridicule, was finiſhed, before 
the Honourable the Judges of the King's Bench had 
paſs'd Sentence u poo him for his Infamous Writings. 
But ſince a Legal [ Refrain ſeems now. to be laid up- 
on him an he 1 18 not Ic elt at Liberty (1 conceive) to 
yr gi The” maké 


4 Te Mazel of 
make any Reply for the future, I ſhould have choſen 
to ſuppreſs what was prepar'd for the Publick View, 
if T had not been encourag'd to think, that the fol- 


lowing Sheets contain ſomething which -may be of 
Uſe for the Information of the Reader. W's” 


In my Enquiry into theſe Miracles I found that 
ſomething New (to Me at leaſt) offer'd it ſelf to my 
thoughts; and ſome Paſſages which I had met with 
in my Reading ſeem'd to give a clearer Solution of 
the Difficulties ſtarted, than the Common one does: 
. Particularly in the Account of the Miracle wrought 
by the troubling of the Waters at the Pobl of Bethe/- 
da, I found Reaſon to differ a little from the receiv'c 
Opinions of the Commentators on that Chapter; anc 
what I have propos'd as New on that Head, I have 
all along endeayour'd to ſupport by ſuch Authorities 
as may ſeem to make my Suppoſition appear at leaſt 
not Improbable; This (methinks) may be ſaid wit 
ſome Certainty, that if I am in the Right, Mr. W. is 
more clearly in the Wrong than upon any other ſup 
poſition; tho? after all I am very ſenſible that a Sut 
ficient Anſwer may be given to all his Objections 
without thruſting any Criticiſm or Conjecture of Min 
upon the Reader as neceſſary in the Diſpute. 
But before I enter upon the Subject, I think it ma 
terial to prepare the way with one Obſervation upo! 
a Piece which Mr. V. lately publiſhed under th 
Title of I Defence of his Diſcourſes &c, where tha 
Author endeavours to ſhift the State of the Contrec 
verſy between Himſelf and his Oppoſers. The Tru 
Queſtion, upon which I and others clofed with hi 

is This, Mhetber the Literal Account of the Miracl: 


Ton to Feſus be Tue; not, Whether the Miraclq 


(beſides their Literal Meaning) may not have a Figu 
rative and Allegorical one; much leſs is it, W hethe 
the Fathers turn'd all the Actions of Jeſus into Alle 
gory or not: For had he done nothing more ths 
add a Spiritual Senſe to them, or had he only try' 
to ſhew that the Fathers delighted in making the! 

er. En 
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*Emblems of whatever their Wit and Fancy ſugge- 
ſted, he might have gone on writing as long he 
"pleaſed, without any Oppoſers, and perhaps without 
any Readers. 


For what is it to the Cauſe of Truth whether the 
Fathers or He could find out more Meanings of Je- 


ſus's Miracles than the Evangeliſts thought proper to 


ive us? But Mr. W.'s Diſcourſes do expreſly and 
quently. deny that the Miracles of J7eſus were Truly 


and Really wrought ; and he aſſerts, that, Literally un- 


derſtood, they are full of Abſurdities, Improbabilities and 


'Contradittions. And yet in this Defence, F. 26. he would 
have us believe, in regard to the Story of t 
Sellers driven out of the Temple, that 57 is to no pur- 


he Buyers and 
poſe to ſupport the Letter of the Story againſt him, un- 


Jeſs it can be prov'd that the Miracle neither was nor 


could be a Shadow or Reſemblance of ſomething Future. 


And the ſame he had ſaid before concerning all the 


Miracles of Jeſus, Diſc. 2. p. 20. viz. that he who 
would write againſt him to the Purpoſe, muſt prove two 
things : That the Fathers did not hold Jeſus's Miracles 
to be Typical and Figurative; and That thoſe Miracles 
neither will, nor can receive a Myſterious Accompliſbment. 
On. the Contrary, if the Learned Biſhop, of St. Da- 
vids and other Writers againſt Mr. V. ſhould allow, 
that All the Fathers did affect to turn Fe/us's Mira- 
cles into Allegory; and if they ſhould allow too, 
that their Allegories and Mr. Wi's are Juſt and Well- 
grounded, yet theſe — might be full and pro- 
per Anſwers to His, becauſe they ſupport the Truth 
of the Literal Story, which he ſo often and ſo per- 
emptorily denys: For we may clearly prove the Lite- 


14 ral Meaning, tho' we don't attempt to diſprove the 


Allegorical one, if they be two diſtinct things; as e- 
very one of his Diſcourſes plainly makes them, while 
it denys the Letter of the Miracles, and endeavours 
to ſet up the Allegory only. If He can conſider them 
ſeparately, To may We; This Liberty I have taken, 
and ſhall again take in the enſuing. — 5 — 
| PS 
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- haps in ſome Inſtances I may allow that the. Miracles 
tecorded in the Goſpel were Typical for I liaye-no 
el with Types and Eigures: I only oppoſe one 
3 vould ſet = up to the Ruin of the Letter; 
and the Drift of This and my Diſcourſes 
is only 5 ſhew, that the Mir _aſcrib'd to Jeſus ¶ by 
were br by: wrought -by him, and that there is an Ac- eh 
count of the Lateral Story to be given, . which is o 
clear of all the Objections that Mf. V. has ſo un- ſte 
skilfully made to them. | | 
In this view I proceed to conſider - 2 th 
I. The Story of the Miracle, or rather Miracles, ga 
wrought at the Pool of Betheſda; of which St. Jobs th 
ch. v. has given us 4 particular Account, and which || Ce 
Mr. V (a) calls a Camel, of a'Monftrous fize for Ab- || ſel 
ſurdities, Improbabilities and Incredibilities, and he has wW 
ſpent above twenty Pages s in fixing theſe upon it. ſio 
But for the Clearer Anſwer to all his Objections on Ve 
this Head, the Reader is deſir'd to obſerve. that in || zor; 
this Narration of St. John there are two diſtinct Mi- Co 
racles to be ſeparately conſider'd, That which was wa 
wrought by the Pool after the Water of it was frou- ver 
Bed; and That which - Fe/u * wrought upon the In- Ex 
firm "Man who lay there: The former is only a Nar- Jreal 
ration, in which our Saviour is not at all concern'd, hap 
nor the Miracle which he wrought on the Impotent poſ 
Man: fo that if we could not account for the par- 1 
ticular Circumſtances that attended the Relation of ICo1 
the Firſt, it would not in the leaſt affect the Miracle 
of our Saviour s healing this, Man: the Truth of 
which Fact only we are engag d to vindicate- How- | (4 
ever becauſe This is the Introductary Story in St. N 
Jobn, and becauſe Mr. W. has been very large and I Goſp 
ſtrong in his Objections againſt the Letter of it, I 
- ſhall begin there: 8 * 
I. 5. Againſt the Sanative Virtue of the Pool in the the 4 
* Circumſtances deſorib'd by the — ſb Mr. V, | (6) 
a (9, Diſcourie 3. Page. 31. E in n Jud,” 
' Hal 


tifade' ſeveral Objections by way of Queſtion; but 
— J give an Anſwer to W. Gd 1 ſhall lay 
before the: Reader, What I conceive to be the true 
Account of the Story; and I do this the rather, be- 
cauſe I think that it has not been underſtood: aright 
by the Generality of Commentators, whoſe Miſtakes on 
this Article have helped to furniſh our Author with 
ſome of thoſe Difficulties; which he has ſo liberally be- 
ſtow d on the Miracle. 1 8 | 
Tbe State of the Caſe was this: At Jeruſalem, near 
the Place called the Sheep-Marter, or rather the Sheep. 
gate (mention'd by Nebem. ch. iii. 1. and xii. 39:) 


there was a Bath built for the uſe of ſuch of the 


Common People, as lov'd to ſwim and bathe them- 
{elves in the Water: This is the proper ſenſe of the 
Word (a) ze>vyCi9þa, uſed by St. Jobn on this occa- 
fon, and by other Writers, and in the Old Latin 
Verſion (called the 7alzc) it was render'd by Nata- 
toria, a Bath, or Swimming-place, Nothing was mote 
Common or more Uſeful than ſuch Baths in thoſe 
warm: Climates; Foſephus ( mentions ſome by this 
very name of zoXuuCndpa at Jericho, as us'd for the 
Exerciſe: and Pleaſure of Swimming; and it may be 
reaſonably preſum'd, that This at Jeruſalem, and per- 
— Tome others there, was built for the fame pur- 
poſe... _ 

It has (1 confeſs) been commonly ſuppos'd by 
Commentators, that this Bath or Pool (a gur Tum. 


_ * a” 
— 


(a) Thus zoavpC2y ſignifies to ſwim, in Act, xxvii. 43. and the 
old Tranſlation of Lrenaus, I. 2. c. 22. has Paralyticum, qui juxta 
Naratoriam jacebat : and the Three very Ancient Latin MSS. of the 


Goſpels, which Calmet ſays contain the Old Italic Verſion before 


St, Jerome reform'd it, agree in rendring xoxvuCilpga by Natatoria, 
as may be ſeen by conſulting the various Readings of thoſe MSS. 
publiſh'd by Calmet at the end of his Commentary on the Act of 
the Apo files. "2 | 

| (8): Tais nonvuCybears ] ie, ot prydxar meet Tv fukde 


*Tuſy ayer, ri-Luyoy 73 OtguwtaToy Tis wichuCpiaz. Antiqu. 
Jud. L. 15. c. 3, | <t.o4 . | 
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lation. 
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lation has it) ſerv'd either for waſhing of the Sheep 
before they were led into the Temple, or for waſh- 
ing the Entrails of Beaſts facrific'd in the Temple, 
or for recciving the Blood. from the Trench round 
the Altar, which was thought to be convey'd hither 
by ſome ſubterraneous Channel; But thoſe who led 
the way in theſe Opinions ſeem to have been (c) de- 
eciv'd by joining, both in the Greek and the Latin, two 
words together in Conſtruction, which have no rela- 
tion to one another; beſides, the proper ſenſe of the 
word xo)vuCntea is inconſiſtent with every one of 
theſe Opinions; and (which is more) theſe Opini- 
ons are not eaſily reconcileable with the Situation of 
the Sheep-gate, near which this Pool ſtood; for the 
Sheep-gate was on the South-Eaſt Wall of Jeruſalem, 
and therefore a great part of the City lay between 
That and the Temple, as the accurate Dr. Lightfoot 
has ſhew'd in his Harmony of the Evangeliſts, p. 666. 
On all theſe Accounts therefore I believe, that what 
is commonly called a Pool, was a Bath, built and us'd 
only for the Sport and Exerciſe of Swimming; for 
which it could never have been fit, if it had ſerv'd 
for any purpoſe relating to the Sacrifices of the 
Temple. | | | 
Around this Bath were built (as St. John ſays) (d) 
ve Porches, or rather Portico's, oa: of which ſort 
; Herod built ſeveral at Tyre and Berytus; and the Deſign of 
them all, was for the Common People to walk in them 
under Covert in the Heat of the Day, if they had no 


— — 


(c) The Generality of the Old Greek and Latin Commentators 
took xoAvpuCnlpa and piſcina or natatoria to be us'd here in the Da- 
tive Caſe, and join'd them in Conſtruction with TpoCaT1ixz5 and pro- 
batica,; in conſequence of which Miſtake, they thought that this Pool 
ſery'd for the Purpoſe of Sacrifices in ſome one of the Ways before 
mention'd. 2 

(d) It the Bath or Pool was four- ſquare (as That is, which modern 
Travellers now generally call the Pool of Betheſda), Three ſides of it 
had only a Single Portico, and the Fourth probably a Double one; 
which was the Caſe of the Outer-court of the Temple, ar Court 
the Gentiles. | | 


minc 
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mind to Batbe; and for ſuch as had, they were of 
uſe for them to dreſs and undreſs themſelves in the 
Shade: The Bath and the Portico's therefore ſervin 

for this Nan might well have gain'd the name oF 
Betheſda, 1; e. the Houſe of Mercy or Kindneſs, becauſe 
the building them was a great Act of Kindneſs to the 
Common People, for whoſe ſake they, were erected, 
and whole Indiſpoſitions in hot Countries requir'd 
frequent Bathing. To ſuppoſe that they took this 
Name from any miraculous Cures wrought there; is 
to ſuppoſe without Authority or Occaſion, and I ſub- 
mit to the Reader whether Mine is not a more natu- 
tal Account of the Matter. | 
At this Bath, about the time of the Feaſt, ver. 1. 
(moſt probably the Feaſt of the Paſſover,) a great mul- 
titude of Impotent Folk, of Blind, Halt and Mither'd lay 
in the Portico's, waiting for the moving of the Vater; 
for (as It. John ſays) an Angel went down xata xaugy (e) 


F 


(e) Ai the Rae : this is the Literal Tranſlation of the Words 
ard xairdy; and not at 4 certain ſeaſon, as we commonly tender it, 
for then it ſhould have been xu xc ο ty. The Words KATH 
x&4pdy are us d but in one other Place of the Ney Teſt. viz. in Rom. v. 6. 
where we read, When we were without ſtrength, Chriſt xald xaup3y 
4% for the Ungodly, i. e. not in due time, but at the time of our 
being without ſtrength. It is very often that we meet with xp 
thus ue'd, when the word that ſhould mark what that time or ſeaſon 
is, is underſtood, and not expreſs'd: thus gg zap? is us'd in Matt. 
viii. 29, and xxiv. 45. 1 Cor. iv. 5. and zy xaps in Luke xii, 42, and 
XX, 10. and xxi. 3. and 1 Pet. v. 6. As ſome Word then may be 
here underſtood after x xazp3y, ſo particularly the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover may; for we find many Inſtances in the LXX, where the 
time of the Paſſover is called xps, s, as in Exod. xxiii. 15, 17, and 
Xxxiv, 18. Numb. ix. 3. and particularly ver. 7. re ca 73 Sis 
boy Kup xa7d 4 auTs, 10 bring a Gift unto the Lord at the ſea- 
fon of it, i. e. of the Paſſover, mention'd in the foregoing verſe. 
From all which I conclude, that the Phraſe za7& xap3y here, muſt 
be tranſlated at the ſeaſon, and that by it may be underſtood, the time 
of the Paſſover or Feaſt, which the Evangelift had ſpoken of at the 
beginning of the Chapter. I have but one thing more to add upon 
this head, which is, that theſe two words are not expreſs'd at all in 
the above-mention'd Three Latin MSS, of Calmet, and De. Wilkins © 
fays that they are wanting in the Coptick, and many other Verſions. 


B at 
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at the ſeaſon (i. e. of the Paſſover) and troubled the 
Water, and whoſoever then firſt after the troubling of the 
Hater ſtepped in, was made whole of whatſoever Diſeaſe 
he had. This is St. John's Account, and from This 
it does not appear that the Waters of this Pool, or 
Bath, had ever receiv'd this miraculouſly healing Vir- 
tue betore or after the time of This Feaſ# : The ex; 
3 at the ſeaſon, does (as the Note ſhews) more 
Naturally confine it to this Paſſover, than ſuppoſe it 
to have been a ſtanding and an Annual Miracle: the 
leaſt that can be ſaid, is, that there is full as much 
Liberty from the Scripture ſtory to make My Sup- 
poſition as any other; and Mine has ſeveral other Cir- 
cumſtances in its favour, which are a weight upon the 
contrary Opinion: for whatever is objected from the 
Silence of the Jewiſh Writers about this Miracle, is 

an Argument on my fide, as far as it is any Argu- 
ment: But the Silence of the eus on this head, in 
their Diſcourſes with Jeſus, has much more weight in 
it againſt a ſuppos'd Annual Miracle of a long ſtand- 
ing, it N not very Eaſy to conceive, why, 
when They ſo often inſiſt upon having God for their 
Father, they don't urge this ſtanding Miracle at Be- 
theſda, as a Proof of it; and why they ſo often 
mention the Miracles of Moſes, and the Prophets, with- 
out ever once mentioning ſo Remarkable a thing, as 
a Miraculous Cure wrought at this Pool, in their 
own days, for many years together, about the time 
of the Feaſt : Whereas upon my Suppoſition, nothing 
of this kind can be any Objection; the greater the 
Silence, the ſtronger the Proof. But on this head I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſay more by and by. 

It is well known that the Feaſt of the Paſſover laſted 
eight or nine days, including the Days of Unleaven'd 
Bread : and poſſibly this miraculous Quality of the 
Bath might have begun on the firſt day of it, or 

ſome few days before it: How the diſcovery of this 
its healing Virtue came to be made, we are not 
told: I ſhould rather think chat it was owing to Ac- 
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eident than to any divine Revelation; It might be, 
that ſome Few of an infirm or otherwiſe Diſeas'd 
Conſtitution, bathing one day in this Pool for Plea- 
ſure and Recreation, might find himſelf cur'd all on 
a ſudden, upon ſuch violent Motion of the Water, as 
troubled it, and as he could not account for, there 
being no Wind ſtirring that was ſtrong enough for 
that purpoſe.” If He was thus cur'd, we may ſup- 
poſe, that upon hearing it others who were Diſealed 
came there Fanny or the next day, waiting for the 
troubling of the Water, and hoping for the fame Ex- 
traordinary Relief: and what they thus hoped for, 
they are ſaid to have found, whatever their Diſeaſe 
was, tho' only One, and he the Firſt that ſtepped in, 
was cured upon each Motion of the Water: the Re- 
port of theſe Cures added to the former (we may ſup- 
wh drew every day greater Numbers together, the 
Poo] being found to have this effect every day, and 
(for what we know) ſeveral times in a day. | 
From hence it is no wonder, if at length à great 
Multitude of Impotent Folk, Blind, Halt, &c. was got to- 
gether at the Poo}, when our Saviour paſſed by, which 
was on the Sabbath-day, or Third day after the Paſſo- 
ver, and might be ſome days after the Miracle was begun, 

This Motion of the Water is ſaid by the Evan- 
geliſt, to have been caus'd by the Deſcent of an Angel in- 
to the Bath; who might therein follow a known 
Jewiſh way of ſpeaking, not affirming that an Angel 


did viſibly deſcend there, but only that there was ſuch 


a Divine Effect, which (f) in the Language of the 
Scriptures, and in the Eaſtern way of Expreſſion, is 


-» 


Y Grotius's Note here is, Non qubd videretur Angelus, ſed quod 
per ſuaſum eſſet Jud ais talia à Deo, nonniſi per Angelos, agi; ita ex 
motu Aque præſentia Angeli intelligebatur, ut ex Terra motu. Mat. xxviti, 
2. And thus when the Hoſt of Sennacherib was deſtroy'd in one 
night (probably by a Peſtilential Hot Wind) it is ſaid, > Kings xix. 
35. that an Angel of the Lord went out and [mote in the Camp of the 
71 &c, where the Angelical Preſence was only Viſible in its 
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ſaid to be wrought by Angels, Who are Minifring Spis 
— and perform the Will of God on — 
Ons. | (xi feof yr | 5 
This is the Account of the Story which I offer to 
the Reader, as every way Conſiſtent with St. John's 
Narration, and in ſome parts neceſſarily following 
from it, and confirm'd by other Good Authorities: 
and my Account has this peculiar Advantage, that it 
is clear of all the Difficulties which Mr. V. would 
faſten upon the Story; For | 194415 U 
His firſt Queſtion is this, Nhat was the true occay 
fron of the Angel's deſcent? Was it to waſh and baths 
himſelf, or to impart a healing Quality to tbe Water? 
P. 40, 41. And the firſt part of this Queſtion he 
founds upon a peculiar Reading of the Alex. and o- 
ther MSS. which have inſtead of zariSavey the 
) isero: which This great Critick in the Greed 
Tongue thinks muſt neceſſarily ſignify, that the An- 
gel waſhed or bathed himſelf; and therefore muſk 
ſuppoſe (as he lays) /ome bodily Defilement or Heat con- 
trafted in the Celeſtial Regions, that wanted Refrigeration, 
or Purgation in theſe Waters. But a little more Know- 
ledge of the Greek Tongue, might have taught: him 
that >Msi0va in the moſt approv'd Authors: fignifies 
ſometimes no more than xaraCaveay t0 plunge, or deſtend 


k 4 
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(g) The Alex. Med, & Cypr. Greek MSS. and the Zthiop. Vertion. 
do all agree in reading 7ag:70: and this, as it is a Juſtifyable Read» 
ing, may probably have been the True one: for I don't find that 
xzaT4Cdivey iv 1 is ever us'd to ſignify to deſcend into, any where 
in the New Teſt. or in the Old Teſt, LXX. except in Judg. vii. 1 1. 
where the common Reading is much to be ſuſpected, anda MS. of good 
Repute gives us 2/6 inſtead of . In all other places ite is con- 
ſtantly us'd after x ee. as we have xa]iCnoay irg U, Act: 
viii, 38. But if we read eauc]o &y T4 xen / this expreſſion is 
the ſame with thoſe in 2 Kings v. 10, 12, and elſewhere. Perhaps 
the peculiar Senſe, which the word zt has here, not being com- 
monly known, the word x«74Caivs was put in the Margin of — 
Antient MSS. as one of the ſame ſenſe, and more intelligible; ane 
from the Margin it might creep into the Text of the leſs Accurate 
Copies of St. John's Goſpel. But I offer this as Conjecture only. 


into, 
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into, "without having the Idea of waſbing or 5 
annex'd to it, tho' it be the ſame Action, which thoſe 
uſe, who go into the Water with the deſign of waſh- 
ing or bathing : Tt is probable, that this — all which 
Eliſha meant, when ke bid Naamas the Syrian waſh 
himſelf-[even times in the River Jordan, 2 Kings v. 10. 
But what does Mr. W. think that Homer means, when 
ſpeaking of a Star's riſing, he deſcribes it as KeXchus- 
E. aten, i. e. wane ou or deſtentled into the Ocean? 
Iliad. (. v.6. Or what does he . — that Virgil un- 
derſtood by that part of Homer's fine Deſcription of 
a high-mettled Horſe broke looſe, Mad: C. v. gos. 


err 
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when he imitates it thus in a Parallel Ginifitmads:: . 


th tus aquæ  perfundi amine noto ? 
Ne 1 Eneid. XI. 407. 


No Joubt but the Lotin Poet rhought that be ex- 
preſs'd all that the Greek one did; and it is certain 
that the Senſe of both Poets is no more than This, 
that the Horſe-us'd to plunge into the Water for the 
ſake of Swimming. 

If the Angel then. did not deſcend to Cool or 
Cleanſe himtelf, and if he did not deſcend Yifbly at 
all, we may ſee how Mr. V. is more diſpoſed to be 

than; Wiſe, when he asks, whether the Angel 
deſcended with his Head or his Heels foremoſt &c.? p. 41. 

But ill he wants an Anſwer to the laſt part of his 
Queſtion, I hether the Angel deſcended to impart a bea- 
ling Quality to the Water? If be did (lays he p-.4L) 
how: came it that One only was — ; To whi 
have nothing to anſwer but that it pleas'd God to 
direct it thus: But if he means, as he ſeems to 
do, to expect an Account wel, All who ſtepp'd into 
the Ppol. or Bath were not alike heal'd as well as 
the, Firſt, it may be anſwer'd, that in this caſe the 


ar of the Story would have been doubted, or 
deny'd, 
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ny'd, and by None (it is likely) more than by Him? 
51 «A Pine Miracle!” he would cry; — ma- 
c. my Medicinal Baths cure various kinds of Diſeaſes, 
4 and multitudes of ſuch as labour under each Diſ- 
et eaſe, provided their Caſe be a Curable one?“ It is 
ble that his Language then would have been of 
this Sort: Had only One been cur'd, the Firſt that 
«. bathed every Morning, or the Firſt that could get 
tc in after ſome inviſible Motion of the Water, then 
te there would have been a Great and Real Miracle? 
ec but now the Numbers make the Fact ſuſpicious : 
cc it ſeems to have been a Natural Quality in the 
c Waters, becauſe it is ſo Univerſal; to make it ap- 
& pear a Miracle, its Effects ſhould have been Con- 
& fin'd and Limited to particular Times and Perſons, 
« gr be otherwiſe ſo circumſtantiated, as that the 
& Power of God, and not of Blind Nature, might have 
« -appear'd in it.” I appeal to the Reader, whether 
from the Turn and Make of Mr. .'s Genius one 
night not expect ſuch Objections as Theſe, if the 
had truly been what he ſeems to require it ſhould 
be: and therefore who would quarrel with ſo Rea- 
ſonable a Circumſtanee of the Story as This is? 
what has been ſaid in the foregoing Account of 
this Miracle, the Reader is prepar'd to ſee the Cap- 
tious Nature of ſome other Queſtions of this Author, 
wiz. How often did the Angel deſcend ? How long before 
Chrift's Advent, and why not fince ? p. 41. For (as I 
have ſhew'd) it does not appear from any part of the 
Evangeliſt's Story, nor indeed from any other Good 
Authority, that this Sanative Virtue of the Pool e- 
yer happen'd before or after This Feaft of the Paſſo- 
ver: Till the Contrary be proy'd, let Mr. V. take 
for Anſwer, that it ſeems moſt probable, for the Rea- 
ſons before given, that the Pool of Betheſda had this 
Miraculous Quality only at this Seaſon, and that pro- 
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bably for ſeveral days together; whether it did ope · ¶ alen 


rate above once in a Day, may as well be ſuppo 
deny'd, becauſe the Story is filent; all that we know 
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the Quality took effect on the Firſt that flep- 
d in. ! 

But why not ſince, is the Burthen of this Author's 
Queſtion : Becauſe Providence ſo order'd it: Is not 
that a ſufficient Anſwer to a meer Queſtion? Would 
he have us be Viſe above what is written? and know 
the Reaſon of things for certain, when thoſe Reaſons 
are not aſſigned? — All that we can do, is to guelsz 
and if any ſuppoſition, that we can make, be conſi- 
ſtent with the Story, and be favoured by other Parts of 
the Goſpels, and at the ſame time be ſuch as will effe- 
Qually anſwer his Queſtion, I hope that it will be al- 
low'd me to _ _—_— an — tho' I am far from 

retending to lay an cight upon it, and therefore 
ſhall be leſs — if 4 ſhould appear not to 
have any ſufficient Foundation. It is but Conjecture, 
and as ſuch only I offer the following Account to 
the Reader. : 

This Feaſt of the Paſſover was the ſecond which 
was celebrated, and this was the ſecond time too that 
Jeſus was preſent: at Jeruſalem, after he had enter'd 
upon his . Miniſtry and begun to work Miracles. 

hen he came up the firſt time, he ſeems to have 
had a Deſign only to celebrate the Paſſover in obe- 
dience to the Law, for he retir'd from Jeruſalem ſoon 
after it was finiſh'd ; and tho' he wrought ſome Mi- 
racles there, yet we are not told whether they were 
of the Healing kind or not: We don't read that the 
Scribes or Phariſees were at that time 'd agai 
him, and therefore his Departure from thence into 
Galilee may have been owing to his own Choice of 
not deſigning then to come and ſettle in the work of 
his Miniſtry at Jeruſalem But when he had 
preaching and healing Diſeaſes thro? all the Cities of 
Galilee, and thro' moſt other parts of the Country of 
Judæa, he came up at this ſecond Paſſover to Jeru- 
ſalem, probably with intent to fix his abode there, and 
ſhew he was the Son of God by his nn 
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being This, that whenever the Water was troubled, 
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Devils and Diſeaſes. What then if we ſhould ſups 
poſe that Providence (by giving to the Pool of Be- 
zheſda this healing Quality at or a little before the 
beginning of this Feaff) might . intend to ſhew the 
Jeus that the Divine Power in Jeſus was coming a- 
mong them, and might mean the Miraculous Effect 

his Pool for an Emblem only or Earneſt of what 
aring to do for them? We find 
er Inſtances 7 the way for 
eſtament were gi- 


df. 
Jeſus was then 

— God did = 
Chris; the Propheſies of the Ola 
ven for this pur poſe, and John the Baptiſt was de- 
clar'd his Fore· runner. And why might not This Miracle 


be of the ſame Pr Nature with Them? J 
may add too, that this Conjecture ſeems the more 
Reafonable, when it is remembred that beſides the 
Cure of this Inſirm Man, Jeſus healed. another at this 
Paſſover, who had a wither'd Hand, and retir'd from 
the City, only becauſe the Phariſees took Council a- 
gainſt him how they ws deſiroy him. Matt. xii. 14, 
which when he knew, he withdrew himſelf from them, 
ver: 15. but if they had not thus wickedly fought his 
Ruin, before his time of ſuffering was come, it may 
be pather'd from the Story as not Improbable, that 
he would have continued among them a long while, 
33 the whole time of his Miniſtry. I lay no 
eight (as I ſaid) upon all this: it is but Suppoſiti- 
on and Conſecture drawn from ſome Circumſtances 
which ſeem to favour it: but ſuch as it is, it may 
fuffice for an Anſwer to Mr. W.'s Queſtion, My the 
healing Duality was imparted to the Pool at That time, 
and. not fince ?' I think it may be ſaid that the Anſwer 
is at leaſt as Good as the Queſtion, | 
When this Grave Queſtioner of Providence and its 
Vicegerents asks, hy no better care was taken by Provi- 
dence or the Civil Magiſtrate about the diſpoſal of this Ange- 
lical favour, than to leave it to him that could firft ſtep in 


p 42. He may know (if he will refle& a little) that 
rovidence had done enough, and the Magiſtrate a. 
lone is concern'd in the Queſtion: but if this Healing 
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Power in the Pool was a New thing (as I ſhew'd it 
moſt Probable) and ſuch as had not happen'd many 
Days, how does Mr. V. know that the Magiſtrates 
were yet convinc'd of the Reality of the Miracle? 
Or if they were, is he fure that they thought ir pro- 
per to limit to particular Perſons the Benefit of a 
Miracle which God had viſibly left at large? Or can 
he ſhew that the Magiſtrates, ſo much employ'd as 
they muſt have been at that buſy Time of the Paſſo- 
ver, had Leiſure and Opportunity to make any Re- 

ations about it? 

M hat (ſays he) did the Blind, and the Halt, the Wis 
ther d and Paralyticks do there? p. 45. By which he 
would intimate that their Condition put them out of 
all hope of ever being the Firſt to ſtep in: — 
ſo: But they might have Friends ready there to affi 
them. And then to what purpoſe is this Queſtion? 
We find that the frm Man's complaint turns upon 
his wanting ſuch Aſſiſtance, and therefore we may 
ſuppoſe that he ſaw others provided with it; and the 
more they were, the leſs likely was he to get time e- 
JE nough to the Water. he | 
| There is another Objection, which Mr. J. has made, 
Ip. . made in the proper ſenſe of the word, for it 
is wholly owing to his own Genius for Criticiſm : 
"| What We tranſlate, 4 certain Man was there, who 
bad an Infirmity thirty and eight Yeats, he ſays ſhould, 
Jl more truly according to the Original, be tranſlated thus, 
(a) 4 certain Man was there thirty and eight Tears, 
- | __ ewwbich 
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(a) The Greek is, Hy + 716 Ard p e ug rear. rn 
I Eyav i Th d Gee: which may litterally be rendet'd thus, There 
= Was 4 certain Man, who had paſſed (or been) thirty eight Years in an 
NH J1nfirmity : But if we joyn (as Mr, . does) the words Teraxo/]aox]e} 
try With zue, and ſuppoſe the Man to have been there ſo lo 
then ty wv A muſt be conſtru'd alone, and fignify having 
or being in an Infirmity : But there is no Inftance of ſuch a Greek 
Phraſe in all the New Teſtament, On the other hd, if we joyn 
T&axou]20%)o try With yon ov TH A ee, We have ſeveral Ex- 
I prefions of this Evangeliſt to parallel E as in Ch, xii, 17, he * 
| | im 
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_ evhich had an Infirmity. This Tranſlation. muſt be al; 
low'd to be truly an Original one; but all other Truth 
it wants, as the Reader will plainly ſee by the Note 
below; where it appears that Our Verſion is moſt 
Certainly a Right one, and His moſt Probably a 
Wrong, I mean as to Grammar and St. John's Idi- 
om; for as to the Senſe he declares that his Tranſla- 
tion brings an Abſurdity upon the Story, and for this 
reaſon alone it ſeems as if he chooſes it. And yet 
upon no better a Foundation than ſuch a poor piece 
of Criticiſm he falls out with the Infirm Man for 
waiting ſo long at the Pool, St. John is a Romancer, 
the /ick Man is a Fool, and Mr. WV. rails at His Pa- 
tience, till he ſeems to loſe all his Own. 73K 
I come now to the Laſt Objection (Mr. V. indeed 
has plac'd it in the Front) againſt the Truth of this 
Story, which is, that Neither Joſephus nor any other 
Jewith Writers have made mention of it, p. 38. 
- Now whatever Weight their Silence may have a- 
gainſt the ſuppoſition of ſuch Miracle laſting among 
the Jews for any conſiderable Number of Years, yet 
it favours and ſtrengthens my Suppoſition for be- 
cauſe no Fewiſh Writer mentions it, therefore it ſeems 
to have never -happen'd but at this Feaſt : But per- 
haps he may expect a Reaſon, why, tho' it happen'd 
but once, this Once is paſs'd over and unmention'd by 
all the Jewiſh Writers. If Mr. W. knows any thing 
of theſe matters, he might remember that the Jews 
who wrote in or about Chriſt's time are very few in 
Number, — the Authors of the New Teſtament, 
tho' his Expreſſion Al would inſinuate that there was 
a great Plenty of them. The Writers of the two 
Targums, with Philo and Joſephus, are All; the firſt of 


bim Tice nuiras dn Fxorla e T9 unn, having now been 
four days in the Grave, And in the very next Verſe to this which 
we are conſidering, it is ſaid of this Infiry Man that Jeſus knew 
871 adMim n yeovr FN, that he had now paſſed or been a long 
time in an Infirmity, And therefore the common Tranſlation is the 


which 


only one which is zruly according to the Original, 
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which wrote their Paraphraſes on the Old Teſtament 
before this Miracle was vouchſafed to the Pool; Philo 
indeed and Joſephus wrote after it; but Philo lived at 
a great diſtance from the Fact, as far as Alexandria 
in Egypt; and Joſephus was not born till after this 
had happen'd. Is not here room then to ſuppoſe that 
a Miracle which laſted ſo few Days (as I have ſhew'd) 
might never have come to their Ears? Or if they had 
heard of it, might not they both have been in doubt, 
for want of knowing all its Circumſtances, whether 
it was not a Natural Effect rather than a Divine one ? 
Might not Philo particularly, who was jealous of the 
Honour of the 7ewiſ Temple in Eg ypt, have look'd 
upon it as an Artifice of the Jewiſh Prieſts at Jeruſa- 
lem to ſhew that God was viſibly among them, and 
ro argue from thence that he did not approve of any 
Temple erected to his Service elſewhere? But for Jo- 
ſephus we have not This to ſay; he was a Worſhip- 
per at the Temple in Feru/alem, he liv'd and was 
brought up there, and could not He have known. the 
Truth of the Caſe ? If Mr. V. ſhould be diſpos'd to 
ask this Queſtion, I would remind him that s Great 
Hiſtorian was not fo Fair a Dealer in ſome Inſtances, 
as might be expected. What he wrote, he wrote for 
the Information of the Greeks and Learned Romans, 
who were Heathens, and he ſeems all along in his 
Hiſtories to be very tender of dwelling too much up- 
on Miracles : he has. omitted the mention of ſome, 
and has endeavour'd by Natural Cauſes to account 
for others of thoſe very Miracles of Moſes, which he 
undoubtedly did Believe and Teach too, as he was 
a Jewiſh Prieſt : The Caſe was, that he was afraid to 
make his Hiſtory appear Incredible to his Readers, 
and therefore he ſoftened ſome things which he was 
oblig'd to mention, and wholly omitted others which 
had no Publick Conſequence: An Inſtance of this (a- 
mong many others) we have in what he ſays-ek. the 
Paſſage of the 4 throꝰ the Red - Sea, ag 
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Fact might not ſeem (a) incredible (as he expreſſes him- 
ſelf), he puts in a Doubt, Whether the Parting of 
the Waters on that occaſion was caus d by the Command 


of God, or by the Natural courſe of things, and refers 


(as to a Parallel Event) to what befell Alexander and 


his Army at the Pamphylian Sea. 
From one of this turn, is it to be expected that He 


ſhould relate this Miracle at the Pool, ſo much leſs 


Remarkable than that of Moſes? Fo/ephus's ſilence 


therefore about this Story of the Poo] is no more an 


Argument againſt it, than Mr. Wi's Qutcries are: It 


may be True, tho' the One has ſaid nothing concern- 


ing it, and notwithſtanding all that the Other has 
faid againſt it. 

Aſter all, let Mr. FF. tell me, to what. End and 
Purpoſe ſhould St. John romance in this particular Sto- 
ry: Did this Miracle do any Honour to Jeſus? Or 
had it any neceſſary Connexion with that which he 


wrought on the /ufirm Man? If St. John had not 


known it to be True, or at leaſt if the current Re- 
port of the Jeus had not run this way, would he have 
mention'd it, when the Cure that his Maſter wrought 
was equally the ſame Miraculous one, whether this 
Pool had ever had ſuch a Healing Quality or not? 
Theſe Queſtions I leave with him, in return for the 
Many which he has ask'd about this Story; and I 
now call upon him to allow (as he ſays he will) St. 
John's Word to paſs ſooner than another Man's, if the 
Account was not loaded with Improbabilities, p. 39. 

have taken the Load off from it, and therefore I hope 


that he will permit us to take the benefit of his Con- 
ceiſſion. 


2. $. But it is time to come to the other Part of 
the Story, which we are more nearly intereſted in, I 
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mean the Miraculous Cure which Jeſus perform'd 
upon the Man who was there at the Pool, and had had 
an Infirmity for thirty and eight Tears. 
I0 this Mr. V. obje&s two things, | 
That Teſus by healing only One out of the great mul- 
titude of Impotent Folk at the Pool, ſhew'd either want 
of ** or want of Mercy and Compaſſion, p. 49, 50. 
an 
That, becauſe we don't know what the Man's Infirmi- 
ty was, there neither is, nor can be proved to be any thing 
ſupernatural in it, p. 34, 53. | 
| To the Firſt of theſe Objections it may be anſwer'd, 
| that Jeſus, who knew what was in Man, might know this 
Infirm Man to be the Fitteſt Object on account of 
| his Good Diſpoſition to receive and be thankful 
for ſuch a Gracious Fayour; or Jeſus might conſider 
him as more Helpleſs than the Reſt, becauſe (as the 
Man himſelf ſaid) he had no one, when the Water was 
troubled, to put him into the Pool; or if neither of 
theſe two Reaſons will ſatisfy Mr. V. that which 
St. John aſſigns ſhould (one would think) be ſufficient 
not only to anſwer his Queſtion, but to have pre- 
vented it: for St. John uſhers in the Account of this 
Man's Cure with ſaying, Jeſus knew' that he had been 
now à long time in that Caſe, ver. 6. His Diſtemper 
had continued on him for thirty cight Years; and was 
not that a Circumſtance to move Compatiion? Might 
not that juſtify the ſingling of him out of the Num- 
I] ber, as the propereſt Object for Relief? 
ef And how does it appear from hence, that there was 
- any want of Power in 2 for ſurely by the ſame 
Power with which he healed One, if it was Miracu- 
01 lous, he might heal Many: all Cures are alike to a Di- 
If vine Hand: Admit that Jeſs wrought one, and you 
muſt admit that he could have wrought more, it he 
had pleas'd : when it is ſaid that he could do no migb- 
Ml ty worksat Nazareth, Mark vi. 4. it is not meant that 
be had not Power to do them, as This Happy Com- 
mentator on the New Teſtament underitands it (Diſc. 
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2. p. 15.) but that Jeſus did not or would not, becauſe 
they, with whom he was, were not qualify'd with a- 
ny Good Diſpofitions to make a right ute of them. 
If Mr. V. ſhould think this a Comment of my Own 
upon the Words, I could ſhew it to be St. Matthew's 
& xiii. 78. and ſupport it better than He ever did 
any Comment of his Own; for I could give him 
Proots (and thoſe as many as he ſhall call for) that sx' 
:Swzro muſt neceſſarily have this ſignification. 
But Mr. W. is not ſo ſoon fatisty'd; for he goes 
on to ſay that St. Matthew, St. Mark; and St. Luke tell 
us ſuch Stories of Jeſus's healing Power, as would incline 
us to think that he cur d all wherever he came, becauſe 
he healed all manner of Diſeaſes, p. go. They may in- 
cline a heedleſs Reader of their Goſpels to think ſo, 
or a Captious one may ſay this whether he thinks ſo 
or not: For if the Evangeliſts have ſaid that he healed 
all manner of Diſeaſes, does it follow from thence that 
they ſay he heaPd all wherever he came? if he cur'd ſome 
who were Blind at one time, the Lame at another, 
and ſo at different times cured the Diſeas'd of every 
kind, or if he cur'd all ſorts at any one time, this 1s 
enough to make good the Aſſertion; all that can be con- 
cluded from it 1s, that there was no fort of Diſeaſe 
which Jeſus did not ſhew himſelf able to cure: And 
the Evangeliſts expreſly tells us the very contrary to 
what this Author concludes; for Inſtance, St. Mark 
ch. vi. 4. ſays, that at Nazareth he could do no mighty 
works, ſave that he laid his Hands upon a few fick Folk 
and healed them; there were others therefore in the 
ſame condition whom he did not heal. The Evange- 
lifts (I grant) do often ſpeak of Jeſus's healing all 
manner of Diſeaſes, as St. Matt. ch. xii. 15. ſays that 
when the Multitude follow'd Jeſus, he healed them All; 
and ch. xiv. 14. that when they followed him on foot out 
of the Cities into a Deſart place, he was mov'd with Coms 
paſſion toward them and healed them. But ſhould it not 
be conſider'd that in both theſe Caſes, thoſe that were 


healed, were ſuch as followed Jeſus, and thereby ma- 


nifeſted 
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nifeſted their Belief that he was come from God, and 
was therefore able to heal them? In this firm perſua- 
ſion they left their habitations and came to him, as 
the Learned Biſhop of Litchfield expreſs'd himſelf, 
and thereby guarded his Aſſertion from that very Ex- 
ception which Mr, . has made to it: And was This 
the Caſe here, at the Pool The great Multitude that 
was preſent at it, Jeſus found there when he paſſed 
by; they came not to him, ſo far from it that they lay 
there in hopes of being cur'd by other means than 
Jeſus's Power. What then? if ſome Evangeliſts ſay 
that Jeſus healed all the fick that followed him, does 
St. Jobn give a Contrary Account, when he tells us 
that at this Pool Jeſus did not heal above one of thoſe 
who did not follow him? What Trifling does Mr. V. 
put off with the Air of Argument! 

His ſecond Objection to this Miracle is, that be- 
cauſe we don't know what the Man's Infirmity was, there 
neither is, nor can be prov'd to be any thing ſupernatu- 
ral in it. On the contrary I undertake to ſhew that let 
the /nfirmity have been of what ſort ſoever he pleaſes, 
provided he allows it to have been a Diſtemper, there 
was a Miracle wrought in the Cure of it. The O- 
riginal word 4 va is always in the Goſpels us'd on 
theſe occaſions, to ſignify a Diſeaſe or Diſtemper; 
and the Fathers generally thought this Man's to have 
been a Palſy; but we will take the loweſt Senſe of 
the Word, and ſuppoſe it was only a Weakneſs in his 
Limbs; yet conſider that it was Weakneſs of thirty 
eight Years Continuance; and as it was a Confirm'd 
one, ſo it had prevail'd upon him to a Great degree, 
for he was forc'd to have his Bed or Chair brought 
along with him to the Pool fide. Such was his de- 
plorable condition, and yet upon Jeſus's only 2 
to him, Riſe, take up thy Bed, and walk, we are tol 
that he was immediately made whole and took up his 
Bed and walked. The Cure, you ſee, was effected in 
a Moment, and was ſo Compleat an one, as that 
from being oblig'd to reſt himſelf on his Bed, he was 
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immediately able not only to walk, but to carry his 
Bed: And is there here no evident mark of a Super- 
natural Power in Feſus? No, ſays Mr. V. p. 53. for 
Inſtances may be given of Infirmities of a long ; 
tion, which in time, and eſpecially in Old Age wear off. 
How Old Age ſhould be a Cure, I am not art leiſure 
to enquire; but allowing it, what are ſuch Inſtances 
to the purpoſe here? for this Man's Infirmity is not 
repreſented as wearing off by time, but as healed in a 
moment : and de K. Mr. V. contradicts the E- 
vangeliſt, when he adds, V ho knows but this was the 
Caſe of the Impotent Man, whoſe Infirmity Jeſus obſerv- 
ing to be wearing off, bid him be gone, and take up his 
Couch, for he would ſoon be made hole? Mr. V. ma 

know that this was not the Caſe; for St. John te 

him that the Man was immediately made whole. 
Still Mr. V. has one Refuge; for he ſuppoſes that 
ſuch Cures as theſe may be perform'd without a Di- 
vine Power, by the Help of Imagination only, pag. 35. 
This Topick he inſiſts upon here, and elſewhere in 
his Diſcourſes, and therefore I ſhall conſider it di- 
ſtinctly. That there may in many Caſes have been 
Cures of Chronical Diſeaſes brought about by the 
help of a ſtrong Imagination, this Author ſuppoſes z 
but without enquiring whether this Su ay of his 
has any Foundation, I will allow the Fact for Argu- 


ment's ſake, tho” it is much to be doubted, whether 


he can make good what he has advanced here: But 
however that be, yet this we may be Certain of, that 
in every Caſe which we have any credible Account 
of, there is one Circumſtance which plainly diſtin- 
guiſhes them from the miraculous Cures wrought b 

Jeſus, viz. They were never effected at once, an 

in a Moment: But when Surprize, Joy, and a ſtrong 
Faith that he ſhould be cur'd, had ſo work'd upon 
the Patient, as to give a new Turn and Motion to 
his Spirits, and to the Juices of his Body, he has on- 
ly begun from that Moment to find an Amendment 
and the Impreſſion of the ſame Paſſions remaining 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong upon him afterwards, he has recover'd-by De- 
grees, and in Length of time the Cure has been com- 
pleated, Nature helping to finiſh what the Imagina- 
tion had imperfectly begun: This may be affirm'd to 
be the true Account of all thoſe Chronical Diſeaſes; 
ſuch as the King's Evil, &c. which this Author ſup- 
poſes to have ever been cur'd by the Help of Imagi- 
nation. 7 N 
But it is Remarkable, that in this Miracle; which 
is before us, there is no room to ſuppoſe any —_ 
from the Imagination; for the Infirm Man did not fo 
much as know Jeſus, even after he was healed ; he 
wiſt not who it was, that had bid him take up his Bed 
and wall, as St. John aſſures us Verſe 13. and when 
Jeſus ſaid to him at the Pool, Milt thou be made 
whole? it is plain by his Anſwer (Sir, I have no Man 
when the Water is troubled, &c.) that he expected no- 
thing leſs than to be heal'd by a Divine Power in Je- 
125 In this caſe then, how could Imagination contri- 
ute to his Cure? It all lay the other way, againſt 
Jeſus's Power, and if it operated at all, would more 
naturally have prevented a Cure than forwarded it. 
Let us never then be told for the future, that this In- 
firm Man's Cure was owing to Imagination, when it 
appears, that he knew not who Jeſus was, and was 
waiting for Relief from another Quarter, of which 
too he almoſt deſpair dq. | SING 
From what has been ſaid, it may be concluded that 
the Cure wrought by Jeſus upon the Infirm Man, was 
and is prov'd to be a Supernatural one, whatever his In- 
firmity was; and for this Concluſion, I have not only 
the Reaſons before mention'd, but Mr: Vs own Con- 
feſſion, Diſc. 4: p. g. where; in the Blind Man's Caſe, 
he allows that if Jeſus had usd no Medicines, if with 
a Word of his Mouth, he had cured the Man, and be 
had Inſtantaneoufly recover d, as the Word was ſpoken, 
here would have been a Real and Great Miracle, let the 
Blindneſs or {mperfettion of _ Man's Sight before en of 
| | What 
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what kind or degree ſoever. Every Circumftance, which 
he requires towards making a True Miracle in the 
Blind man's Caſe, is exactly found in this Infirm 
Man's; and therefore I hope that Mr. V. will be 
convinc'd, if not by what I have ſaid, yet by what he 
himſelf has ſaid, that the Literal Story of this Mi- 
racle ſheys it to be a Real and Great one. — 


II. Another Miracle of Jeſus, which gives great 
Offence to Mr. V. on account of the Literal Sto- 
ry, is (a) his Healing the Paralytick, who was let down 


thro' the Roof of the Houſe where Jeſus was at Caper- 


naum. | 
This Story he calls the not Monſtrouſiy Abſurd, Im- 


probable and Incredible of any, according to the Letter, p. 


This is His way of entering upon every Miracle, he 
deſcribes every one as the Worſt; but the Reader 
has already ſeen ſo much of his manner of handling 
Miracles, as not to be oyerborn with ſuch a Gene- 
ral Attack as This: What Mr. V. has to offer in 
proof of this Aſſertion, ſhall be fully conſider'd, af- 


ter I have laid before the Reader in one View the 


True Circumſtances of the Story. 

Jieſus came to Capernaum (Mark ii. 1.) and entring 
into a Houſe where he had been accuſtom'd to lodge, 
the People of the City hearing of it, gather'd toge- 
ther about the Houle in great Numbers, ſo that there 
Was no room to receive them, no, not ſo much as about the 
Door, ver. 2. On this Occaſion Jeſus being within 
the Houſe preached the Word to them : If he was in 
a Ground-Room, by the rd wegs rl Sup muſt be 
meant the Porch or Yeſtibule of the Houſe ; but if he 
was in an Upper-Room (which is more likely) theſe 
Words muſt be underſtood of the Area, or Court- 
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% Mr. W,'s Diſcourſe 4. p. 51. The Story is recorded by St. Matt. 
ch. ix, St. Mark ch. ii. and St. Like ch, v. | | 
Yard, 
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Yard, or r between the Outer-Wall and the 
Houſe it felt: And in this Caſe it may be preſum'd 
that he taught the Crowd from ſome Window of 
the Upper-Room, ſo as that thoſe who were within 
the Room where he was, and thoſe who were Below 
in the Yard might all at once hear his Doctrine. The 
Story being filent about the Floor in which Jeſus was, 
we may chooſe that Suppoſition which moſt fayours 
the Literal Account. 

It is well known, both from the Sacred Writers 
and others, that the Jewiſh Houſes (as they always 


are in the Eaſtern Countries) were built low, hav- 


ing ſeldom above T'wo Floors or Stories; and that the 
Tops of them (called /\uuara) were not covered with 
Nloping Roofs as Ours are, but were flat, and ſur- 
rounded with Battlements breaſt high to prevent fal- 
ling, as God himſelf had commanded, Deut. xxii. 8. 
Upon theſe flat Tops of their Houſes the Jes us'd 
to walk in the Cool of the Day, as David did, 2 Sam. 
xi. 2. or to fit at any Hour of the Day under a Tent 
or other Cover to ſerve them for a Shade; thus 4 


Tem was pitch'd for Abſalom on the Houſe-Top, 2 Sam. 


Xvi. 22. And it was not unuſual with the Jews to 

rform Religious Worſhip there, for not only the 
Jews burnt ' [ncenſe upon them to all the Hoſt of Heaven, 
as Jerem. tells us, chap. xix. 13. but St. Peter is ſaid 
in Ack. x. g. to have been praying upon the Houſ#-Top 
about the fixth Hour. And this Cuſtom is farther oon- 
firm'd by the Command which our Saviour gave to 
his Diſciples, Matt. x. 27. that what they heard in the 
Ear they ſhould preach upan the Houſe-Tops : Which 
Command ſeems to intimate too that the Fewi/h Hou- 
{es were not commonly higher than Two Stories, 
for otherwiſe the Houſe-Tops would have been toa 
— any to havo preached from them ſo as to be 

eard. 


And as their Houſes were thus Low, and the Roofs 
of them Flat, fo there was a Way from within the 
Houle out upon the Roof by a Pair of Stairs, at the 
| D2 Top 
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Top of, which was (a) a Door which lay even with 
the Roof, but was lifted up upon occaſion for a Paſ- 


ſage out, and had no doubt ſame faſtening to ſecure 
the Houſe from Thieves. 5 


Nor was This the only way up to the Roof, for 


on the Outſide too of the Houſe, the Jews had (as 
well (5) as other Nations) a fix'd Pair of Stairs or 
Ladder, by which they could aſcend from the Ground 
to the Roof without entring into the Houle. 
The former of theſe Aſſertions appears plainly from 
our Saviour's Advice to the Fews, when ſpeaking of 
the Swiftneſs with which the General Deſtruction 
was to overtake their Nation, he ſays, Mark xiii. 15. 
Let him that is on the Houſe-Top, not go down into the 
Houſe, neither enter therein-to take any thing out of the 
Houſe. And the latter Aſſertion may be fairly drawn 
from the ſame Words of our Saviour, becauſe the Ad- 
vice ſuppoſes that there was another and a nearer 
way of deſcending from the Houſe-Top, which is not 
to be underſtood (we may be ſure) of venturing their 
. Necks by throwing themſelyes down from it; nor 
can it well be underſtood of any other than a Pair of 
Stairs or ſtanding Ladder plac'd on the Outſide of 
their Houſes, - 


3 


This then being generally the Faſhion of the Jewiſh 
Houſes, was probably the Faſhion of That at Caper- 
naum where, while Jeſus was preaching to the Peo- 
ple, and while the Room where he ſtood was filled, 
and even the Space about the Door below was crowd- 
ed with Hearers, a Man ſick of the Palſy was 
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(a) See Lighepot's Quotations to this purpoſe: out of the Talmud, 
where it is called the Way of the Roof. | | 
„ Among the Greeks too the ſame Cuſtom ſeems to have pre- 
vail'd; for in the Pheniſſe of Euripides, Antigone goes out of the 
Houſe, and by a zAiuaz made of Cedar mounts up to the Roof, as 
may be ſeen by comparing ver. 99, 199 and 201 together, | 


brought 
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brought in a Couch, or (a) ſort of Elbow Chair, 
by four Perſons who carried him : And when his 
Bearers could not find a Way thro' the Crowd about 
the Door, becauſe the Multitude was ſo Great and 
ſo very Attentive, they berhought themſelves of go- 
ing round the Houſe, and getting at Jeſus by another 
way; which was, to carry the Paralytick up the 
Stairs on the Outſide of the Houſe, and by that Me- 
thod they brought him up upon the Roof: When 
they were got thus far, it ſeems that they found the 
Door (or Yay of the Roof, as the Fewiſh Rabbins call 
it) ſhut and faſten'd, by which they had hoped to con- 
vey the fick Man down into the Room where Jeſus 
was, To work then the Bearers go, and force open 
the Door of the Roof, which St. Mark expreſſes b 

emesiſagav Thy Siinvy they uncever'd the Roof, i. e. (b 

they open'd the Door, which lying Even with the 
Roof, was a Part of it, when it was let down and 
ſhut: And becauſe they us'd Force in opening the 
Poor, St, Luke {peaks of them as (c) iFopuZaures break- 


ing 


* 


* 
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(a) St. Mark calls it xp#CCa]og, and St, Luke xx : fo that 
theſe two words are ſynonymous. Now Heſychius explains the word 
G h oy by cures xAividuor jaroxotTrhoy, from whence it may 
be remark'd that there were zAivid:2 no larger than for One per- 
ſon only, and of a much ſmaller ſize than the word Bed conveys 
an Idea of to an Engliſh Reader, And this ſeems to be the Size of 
the Bed or Chair in this place; for tho* Four perſons help'd to carry 
the Sick man in ir, yet it was no larger than what He alone could 
carry, when he was heal'd by Jeſus, as appears by the Story. 

( J ) That this is the Senſe of St Mark's words, appears from con- 
ſidering, that if the Door reſembled the Trap-doors at the Top of 
ſome of our Houſes, and if, when let down, it lay even with the 
Roof, it was properly a Part of the Roof; and of conſequence the 
lifting or forcing it up was uncovering the Roof. | 

(c) This word eZopy/Zar]ec is omitted in the Camb. Greek MS, and 
it is not expreſs'd in the Old Latin MS. of the Abby of Corbie, nor 
indeed in the Syr. Perſic. and Æthiop. Verſions, But there is no need 
to ſuppoſe the Greek word not to be genuine; for we may under- 
ſtand by it, no more than pulling, or forcing the Door out of its 
Frame, without any digging, or uſing of Inſtruments for that pur- 
pole; The Vulg. has patefacientes, which comes to the ſame in fe 
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ing it up, or rather pulling it out of the Frame. And 
having done this, they let down the Couch and the 
Sick Man upon it (probably two of them going firſt 
down to receive the Bed, and the other two letting 
it gently down into their Arms) which in St. Luke's 
Phraſe is ia Twy xpauay xabnxav, they let him down 
thro” the tiling, i. e. thro' the Roof, which, except where 
the Door was, was pav'd with (a) Tiles: By theſe 
means they brought the Paralytick into the Room, 
and found no difficult matter to place him in the 
midſt before Jelus Upon this Jeſus ſeeing how great 
the Paith of this Man and his Bearers was, who had 
raken ſo much pains to get at him, was pleas'd, on 
this occaſion, to heal the Paralytick in a Miraculous 
manner, as the Sequel of the Story aſſures us. 
If this Account be a True, or at leaſt a Probable 
one, as it ſeems to be both from the Account it ſelf, 
and the Notes ſubjoyn'd to it, we may be able to give 
à ſatisfactory Anſwer to the Charge of Abſurdities 
which Mr. W. has brought in ſuch Plenty againſt the 
Literal Story. 

He begins with asking, What did the People ſo throng 
and preſs for? Was it (lays he) to ſee Jeſus work Mira- 
cles? then the People fruſtrated their own ExpeFations by 
vol making way for the Paralytick. But tho" the In- 


tt. 
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with Fog ee and does not imply, that there was any digging 
us'd in the opening of it: but only that the Door was broken open, 
or pulled out, in which Senſe St. Paul uſes this very word, Gal. iv, 
15. Tvs 620aAuss vuar eFoputar]es, pulling out your Eyes, i, e. by 
force, but not by digging, in the proper and ſtrict meaning of the 
word, It may be obſerv'd too that the Couch or. Chair not being 
a Large one (as we ſhew'd in the Note (a) p. 29) it might be let or 
carried down, with the ſick man upon it, without widening the Paſ- 
ſage, or making any Hole about it. \ 

(4) Kioapo and 249 O, (or cen) are ſynonymous words in the 
Greek Authors, as Steph. in voce x4pauC- informs us: who adds, Pol- 
lux tradit non ſuo tempore ſolum, y40auoy fuiſſe vocatum ipſum 29 +, 
fed Ariſtophanem quoque ita appellaſſe in Cocalo: And the ſame thing 
may be obſerv'd by comparing v. 1286, of Ariſtoph, Veſpe · together 
with the Note of the Ancient Scholiaſt upon it. | 
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tent of ſome that crowded the Door might be to be 
healed by him, yet it is probable that the Greater 
part might have come to hear his Doctrine (with 
which St. Luke tells us, Ch. iv. 32. that they bad been 
aſtoniſhed, when Jeſus was the laſt time among them); 
and they certainly who came on this Account did 


not fruſtrate their own ExpeCtations in not giving 


way to this Paralytick: on the contrary, if they ha 
retir'd to make room for him, then they would have 
furniſh'd Mr. V. with more Ground for this Ob- 
ion | Ye 
But he goes on, Vat it then to bear Jeſus preach? 
No (ſays he) for Capernaum was Jeſus's own Country, 
and therefore he was without Honour there. The Fact is 
falſe, and therefore his Concluſion from it muſt be 
groundleb; for Capernaum was not Jeſus's own Country, 
ut Nazareth, which the Evangeliſts juſtly call ſo, 
becauſe he lived there for the beſt part of thirty 
years. How unhappy is this Author that he can 
never once deviate into Truth! It is ſaid indeed by 
the Evangeliſts that J7eſus had been twice at Caper- 
naum before this time; but of his firſt time of going 
thither we read, that he continued there not many days, 
John ii. 12. When he went the ſecond time, tho? 
St. Matt. ch. iv. 13. ſays that he xarwxnow in Caper- 
naum, yet from (4) St. Mark's account of the matter 
it ſeems as if Jeſus ſtaid there but one Day and one 
Night; if I ſhould allow Mr. V. the moſt that he 
can poſſibly draw from it, yet his Abode there muſt 
have been but for a few Days; and with this Account 
St. Matthew's Word xarwxnoy well agrees, which may 
as well be render'd he ſojourn'd or houſed there, as be 
dwelt there, as Leigh has ſhewn in his Critica Sacra. 
I confeſs that, tho' no Evangeliſt calls Capernaum Je- 
ſus's own Country, yet St. Matt. ix. 1. ſeems to mean 


this Place when he call it Jeſus's own City : Here Mr. M. 
4 
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(4) See 6h. i v. 21, 29, 32, and 35. compar'd together. 
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may think (if he pleaſes) that I yield up the Point, 
and grant him, tho” not the ſame, yet ſomethirig E- 
quivalent to what he aſſerted. But I would adviſe 
him not to triumph too ſoon, for I affure him that 
this Conceſſion will never ferve his purpoſe: Tho? 
Jeſus had been bur twice at Capernaum before this 
Time we are ſpeaking of, and had ſtaid there fo 
little a while each time, yet after the Cure of this Pa- 
ralytick, Jeſus during the reſt of his Life frequently 
went down to Capernaum, atid made long Abodes there; 
he ſeems to have choſen it for the Ordinary place of 
his Reſidence, and therefore St. Matthew (who wrote 
his Goſpel after the Death of Jeſus) might properly 
enough call it his own City, tho' it had not a Right to 
that Name at the time when Fe/#s heal'd there the 
Man who was fick of the Palſy. So that if Capernaum 
was not Jeſus's own Country in any Senſe; nor his own 
City at that time when the People flock'd to hear him, 
the Proverb that a Prophet is without honour in his own 
Country is no Objection to this Circumſtanee of the 
Story. If the Evangeliſts may be believ'd, we find 
that the laſt time before this Appearance of Jeſus in 
Capernaum, all the City was gather'd together at the 
Door, where he was, Mark i. 33. and they were aſto- 
niſhed at his Doctrine, for his word was with: Power, 
Luke iv. 32. If he left them then in ſuch Amazement, 
it is no wonder that at this third time of his coming, 
they flock'd about him in great Numbers. 

ut why (ſays Mr. V.) had not the Paralytick and 
his Bearers the Patience to wait till the Crowd was diſ* 
perſed ? The Man at the Pool of Betheſda had too much 
Patience, it ſeems, and This Man too littlè: Any thing 
will ſerve for an Objection, I perceive; But if this 
Paralytick and his Bearers had: not Patience, to Mr. 
Wi's Size, what is that to the Miracle? And yet per- 
haps they were not ſo blameable for their Eagerneſs, 
as he imagines: For how could they know but that 
Jeſus might leave the City as ſoon as he had done 
preaching, and before the Crowd was well * 


n el 


2 


e —_ >. 


7 


——_”. — kD ” TT W * 


LI * Fr * e 


wW WY e Ty. 7” ww, , 


Pa W.Tc Cr. „ 


an Abſurdity in the Literal Story; but he has no 


of hatuling or bea ui 
if my Account of 
ven a Probable one. All that the Bearers had to do, 
was to carry the Sick man round about by ſome pri- 
vate way to that ſide of the Houſe, where the Stairs 
or Ladder was, which led from the Ground to the 
Houſe- Top: up theſe Stairs they carried him with 
no more trouble than they had been at to bring bim 
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If this was their Fear, it was no Unlikely one to hap- 
pen; fon when Jaſus was laſt among them, the Crowd 
gontinued about luis Door till Nigbt (very probably till 
late at Night, as the Cireumſtances ſeem to ſhew) and 


he left the City in tha Morning a great while before Day, 
Mark i. 37. And why might not his Departure be as 
Sudden now? Thus the Sick man and his Bearers 


might have reaſon'd; and if they did, they reaſon'd 


better than Mr. W. has done in any part of his Diſ- 
courſes, at leaſt than he does in what follows. 

FH they could not (ſays he) get to the Door of the Houſe 
Jar the Preſs, of conſequence they could not come at the 
Sides fit. Some men have their peculiar ways of ar- 
Buing, and this Mr. J. may call one of His, with- 
out tear of Envy. For where is the Con/equence ? If 
the Door was crowded, muſt that whole Side of the 
Houſe: be ſo too? Or if that Side was crowded, had 
the Houſe no other Sides? Muſt it not have had 
Three others? And why will not he (in pity) allow One 
of them to have been Clear for the Paralytick to 
have come up to it? if the Crowd came to hear Je- 
ſus teach, it * moſt probable that they were all 
got — on that Side only from whence he was 
teac ar 5 

Mell, But the Sick Man (ſays he p. 5.) was hauld 


and hæaved up to the Top of the Houſe with Ropes and 


Ladders. Here he doubts not but he has got hold of 


faſt hold of it, — pgs for there was no need 
„of Ropes or Ladders to be brought, 


Fewi/h Houſes be a True, or e- 


down. the Stairs of his own Houle. 
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Still Mr. V. is not fatisfy'd, he has Abſurdities in 
Store to charge the Literal Account with; ſuch as 
uàncovering the Roof, and breaking up Tiles, Spars and Raf. 
ters; and making a Hole capacious enough for the Man and 
his Bed to be let thro," p. y7. It ua, well (ſays he) 
F Jeſus and his Diſciples ' eſcap'd with ouly a Broken 
Pate, by the falling of the Tiles, and if the reſt were not 
{mother d with Duſt, p. F8. But here Mr: V. raiſes 
a Duſt without occaſion; for if there was (as I ſhew'd 
to be Probable) a Door on the Root of 'the Houſe 
which lay Flat and Even with the Roof, the Bearers 
had nothing to do but to force and pull it Open: and 
for this they might only draw ſome Nails, and take 
off the Hinges, or they might only break part of the 
Door or Door-Frame: All which might be done 
without raiſing any troubleſome Duſt, or breaking 
the Pate of any one below with the Tiles, even tho 
we ſhould ſuppoſe that this Door of the Roof was 
directly over the Room, where Jeſus and his Diſciples 
were: But why may not we ſuppoſe that the Stairs u 
to the Roof, and the Door at the Top of them we 
Without the Room, as they commonly-are among Us? 
If they were, what will become then of Mr. Vs fan- 
cied Abſurdity ? In this Caſe the raiſing of ſome Duſt, 
and the falling of a few Tiles would fall ſhort. of all 
ow = age which he (it ſeems) is ſo very apprehen- 
uu ie 229% ere 


* 


Commentators on this Chapter, and takes Notice that 
Dr. Lightfoot and Dr. Whitby have both maintain'd 
that the Roofs of the Jewiſh Houſes were Flat, and 
had a Door in them, by which the Jews us'd to af- 
cend to the Tops of their Houſes, p. 58. But he 
doubts whether what theſe Learned Men have ſaid 
comies up to the Caſe here, and is conſiſtent with the 
ſeveral Expreſſions us'd by St. Mark and St. Luke on this 
occaſion That it is conſiſtent, I have already ſhew'd; 
and therefore I ſhall only take Notice of what he adds, 
To indulge them in their Notion, I may ask them, What 
” ». & 5 4 5 6 $3 #0 Sy, F bocca; 


Mr. . has (I perceive) look'd into ſome of our 
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iccaſion was there then of widening. the Door=way,; and 
breaking down the Sides of it? p. o. There, was no oc- 
caſion, I believe, nor is any mention made of the 
Bearers doing this; the word JppuZasl:s (as I faid be- 


fore) neceſſarily implying no more than that. r 


* the Door open by force: and there fore if theſe 


all the Objections which Mr, A. has to make a- 


the Notions of thoſe Learned Men, they may 


till. paſs, for Able Commentators, in the Number of 
which Mr. V. will never be reckon; dp. 


All this while (lays Mr. M, pag. 58.) where was the 
Good Man. of the _—_ He was preſent, we may ſup- 
poſe; but if ſo little miſchief was done by the En- 
trance made for the Sick man and his Bed, the Good 
man of the Houſe had not all the Provocation: 
whieh the Queſtion ſuppoſes: in Crowds and Throngs 
Men are content to bear ſome ſmall Inconvenience 
it is generally in vain for them to complain of a Mob, 
whole Eagerneſs is too great to be reftrain'd by the 
Outcry, of One man: and perhaps this Mafter of the 
Houſe might be ſo attentive to Jeſus's preaching that 
he might not perceive what was doing above at the 
Door, till it was done and the Entrance made; eſpe- 


_ cially if the Door and the Stairs leading up to it were 


without the Room where Jeſus and He were: or (it 
may be) he was Unwilling to diſturb ſuch heavenly 
Doctrine upon ſo ſlight an Occaſion as the breaking 
Open a Door, by thoſe, whoſe only Motive was to 

ring a Sick man before Jeſus that he might be heal'd 
by a Miracle: or (for what Mr. . knows: to the 
contrary) he did call out to forbid their forcible En- 
trance into his Houſe, . tho* to no Purpoſe : Theſe 


and many other Suppoſitions may be made, and any 


ne of them (I think) is an Over-match for Mr. . 
BERL. TCD Eo do ff yi ig £10; CR-S 
. Thelaſt Demand which he has to make on this Head, 
is, Hhy did not Jeſus, to prevent this Trouble and Da- 


mage to the Houſe, aſcend thro' the Door-way' to the 


Top of it, and there heal the Poor Man? To which 
cg er Bis Qui 


Jz$0s Vinditated:” 3 5 
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man and his Bearers took to get at Fefus, ſhew'd the 
Strength of their Faith, and on that Account it was 
not Improper to permit them to ſhe how fit Objects 
they were of Jeſus's Compallion. But I may ask this 
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Queſtion he requires an Anſwer that , ds with 
tbe Wiſdom,” the Goodne/3' and Honbur of Jeſus, pag. Go. 
But if the Trouble of the Bearers and _—— done 


to the Houſe was ſo ſmall as I have rep it, no 
Objection can be form'd from hence to the Diſadvan- 


tage of any of theſe Qualities in Fe/us For his heal 
| — Parelytick was equally an Act of Gobdneſg, 


whether he went up to the Man, or che Ma was fufs 
fer'd to come down to Him: The Pains that the Sick 


Author, if Fe/us had gone up to the Top of the Houſe, 
and to have wrought the Cure there, he would have 
had the Crowd follow him there too? if not, then the 


Miracle would have been wrought upon the Paraly< 


tick before a very few Witneſſes: Whereas Feſas by 
ſuffering the Sick man and his Bed to be brought 
down into the Room, gave an Opportunity to all 
that were Preſent of ſeeing a Real and Great Miracle 
wrought : In this View then eas certainly did what 


for he thereby manifeſted his Glory, and made '# 

reater Diſplay of the Divine Power that was with 
. Nor can it be doubted, but that if Feſts had 
taken the contrary method, and had gone up to the 
Roof, as Mr. V. expects he ſhould have dene, Mr. 
W. would have found a much greater Difficulty in 
that, and have ask'd with more colour of Reaſon, 
Why Jeſus depriv'd fo many of his Hearers of the Op- 
portunity of teeing ſo ſtupendous a Miracle wrought; 
and probably he would have concluded, that his heal- 


ing the Man not before the Company, but upon the 


Houſe-top where only the Sick man's Friends were 
preſent, carry'd with it ſtrong marks of Fraud and 
Impoſture. ; 19 Ty 


Upon the whole then of this Story, it appears to be 
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Jo far from being the moſt monſtrouſly Lbſurd, * 


— an. eric an 


Je Vinlicated.” — 


br and Lneredibis 


he calls it N. 
7 in ity tae what «riſes from his Miſtepreſenitations 


he the Fane celine; in which I have confider'd 


3 acrording to the Totes {2 


theſe Two Miracles, might proeced to conſider the 


Reſt : — I have het Leiſure enou gh for the Woi 
and per e Reader by this ng may be ſatisfy 
with th . Controverly : he Mirach hich I have 
out for En in This and the Precedin 
Parts, are ſuch as I judg d to have ſomething of Dif- 
feulty 1 in them, and not to have been ſufficiently ex- 
ain'd in all their Circummſtances by our Ableſt & 


mentators; who in fo large an Undertaking, as — 


commonly is, had neither Room nor Time to enter 
into the minuter Diſquiſitions. But I have examin'd 
every Particular of the Literal Account of thoſe Mi- 
racles, and I can affure the Reader, that in all the 
Teſtimonies of Authors, which I have made uſe of, 
to ſupport and confirm my Opinions, the Original 
has always been conſulted, and no Truſt has been gi- 

ven to Quotations at the ſecond hand: I have 
enough to convince me, that Writers of Great Re- 
pute for Learning are not always to be depended up- 
on in this Cafe, and therefore to the Fountain I went g 
for which reaſon, if at time I quote Authors in 
2 different manner, or a different Senſe from what the 
Reader may have found them elſewhere quoted in, it 
p — ed that he will give me Credit ſo far as to take 
ord, or refer himſelf to the n ee for greater 

n 

At — I bere no Intention to purſue this Sub- 
ject any farther; I would only requeſt the Reader to 
conſider two Things: The one, that the Reality of 
Feſus's Reſurrection having been prov'd by unconte- 
ſtable Evidence, by all the Evidence that a Fact is 
capable of, nay, by ſuch as no other Fact in Nature 


ever could receive, it requires no Stretch of Faith to 


believe, that he wrought other Miracles, which are 


to 


I can find no one Abfardi- | 
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all human Appearan ance of a lefs Difficult Nature; 
tor to heal a, Lame or a Blind man, or to raiſe a 


Dead man, has Ang ſo Inconceivable in it, as for 
e 


2 Man to raiſe Himſelf from the Dead: And if This 
de prov'd to have been done, the Other muſt be rea- 
_ dily admitted for, a Truth, whatever little Circum- 
ſtances there may be in the Story, which an Igno- 
ragt Man may not underſtand, or a Perverſe one may 
de able to miſrepreſent. 8 1 
The other thing which I wou'd requeſt the Reader 
to conſider, is This; Mr. V has ſet before him fif- 
teen of the Miracles aſcrib'd to Jeſus, and by his Ma. 
ent of them has repreſented them as the moſt 
Abſurd, Improbable, and Incredible Stories that ever 
were deliver d. Now let the Reader take all of them 
in this one View; and conſider whether it be in the 
leaſt Probable, that fuch Authors as the Evangeliſts 


are (certainly neither downright Fools nor downright 


Madmen), in their Accounts | of what they declare 
upon their own Knowledge and Eye-ſight, could poſ- 
kibly be guilty of ſo many Abſurdities as Mr. W. has 
charg'd their Narrations with. 'They either meant to 
write. the Truth of Facts, or they did not: If the 
Firſt, then we may ask, whence it happen'd that Men 
writing about what they ſaw, could fall into ſuch 
Miſtakes as Mr. W. ſuppoſes they did? But if they 
knowingly wrote falſchoods, it may be ask'd again, 
how it came to pals, that they, who intended to de- 
ceive, took no more care to ſecure their Credit, and 
make their Account Probable? Deceivers (one would 
naturally think) ſhould contrive to make their Story 
hang together, and ſhould mention no Circumſtances 
but what they know to be conſiſtent with the Cuſtoms 
and Manners of thoſe, who were concern'd in it. The 
ordinary way to detect Men of this Character, is to 
find out that their Contemporaries, who might. be as 
well acquainted with the Fafts mention'd as Them- 
ſelves, have given Accounts, either Inconſiſtent or 
Contradictory: But he muſt be a wretched Impoſtor 
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indeed, whoſe Story confutes it ſelf, as Mr. V. thinks | 


thoſe of the Evangeliſts do: To ſuppoſe this, is to 


ſuppoſe them the, very Weakeſt of Writers and of 
Men too. And how far they deſerve that Character, 
muſt be left to the Judgment of every Impartial Rea- 
der of their Writings. We ſee then that Mr. V. o- 
verthrows all Probability on his Side of the Que- 
ſtion, by endeavouring to prove too much: he allows 

nothing to be Right, all is Falſehood, all is Abſurdi- 

ty; and yet there can be no greater Abſurdity in Na- 
ture (I think) than in believing, that Men of Senſe, 
who intended to Deceive, took no more pains to give 
a. Colour to their Story, but left it Open and ex- 
pos'd to all the Objections which the Pen of Mr, . 
= 'made againſt them, 

This I mention as a ſtrong Preſumption againſt 
what he has advanc'd : But when it is farther conſi- 
der'd what Anſwers I and others have given to his 
ſuppos'd Ab/urdities, I hope that every Unprejudic'd 
Infidel will give a Fair hearing; and that every Se- 
rious Chriſtian will be the better confirm'd in his 
Belief, that the Literal Account of all the Miracles of 
Jeſus is True, and that they are a Demonſtration, that 
the Power of God was with Him, = 81 
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